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When we look at a building,
sturdy and beautiful, we only

see the structure from
ground level up. We do not
see the depths of the

foundations, the important !

services that enable the
building to function, be

warm and well-lit. This
essential part of a building is
: hidden from view — but if the
foundations are not there or are badly built, the building itself will
crack or collapse. So it is with education in early childhood. The
early years are not a ‘holding period’ until the really important
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education begins; early-years education lays the foundations.
Self-confidence and open-minded attitudes that have been
encouraged in the early years, together with emerging scientific
skills, help to establish a child’s ability to learn in the future. ‘

The Association for Science Education is convinced of the value
of good scientific teaching and learning in the early years. We
need to show the way. We need to clarify and affirm what we
believe to be good practice. This book attempts to do this and
suggests ways of making it happen.

The Assoclation for Sclence Education is
the professional body for science teachers
and others contributing to science education
at all levels in the UK. It provides specialist
journals, publications, meetings, advice and
Published by the support for all those involved in science
Association for education.

Science Education Further information can be obtained by
writing to: The Association for Science
Education, College Lane, Hatfield,
Hertfordshire AL10 9AA.

E-mail: ase@asehq.telme.com
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